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evolution of new tactics for horse-drawn chariots, added to
the equipment of a well-disciplined army, was an important
part of their preparation for expansion. The line of princes
by whom they had almost from the beginning been ruled, up
till the fifteenth century B.C., are seldom for us connected with
historical events, and it is only at the beginning of the first
millennium that we come into the full, detailed narrative of
Assyrian history, disclosed by a hundred years of archaeo-
logical discoveries in the ruins of Ashur and the later capitals
of Assyria. However, an Assyrian inscription of a much later
date says that the kingship of Assyria was first established by
Bel-ibni. If so, it must have been in about the middle of the
eighteenth century, and we should at least pass in review
what evidence we have relating to the fortunes of the Assyrian
state during the next seven hundred and fifty years.

The first thing that becomes clear is that we have almost
no internal Assyrian sources of information; what we have
is more or less direct references to events in or affecting Iraq
in contemporary Egyptian inscriptions, and also in tablets
found among the royal archives at Boghazkeui in Anatolia,
the capital of the ancient Hittite kingdom. Naturally these
events are mostly connected with Assyria's western and
northern contacts, and her relations with Babylonia remain
fairly obscure. Nevertheless, even on this subject there is an
occasional clue. It appears, for instance, that the first Hittite
king who lived at Boghazkeui, Murshilish I, captured and
sacked Aleppo (already called Halpa), and that l thereafter
he went to Babylon and destroyed Babylon, attacked also the
Hurri, and kept the prisoners and possessions from Babylon
at Hattushash [Boghazkeui] 9. Now it seems highly probable
that this was the raid in which were carried off those Baby-
lonian statues which we have already seen being proudly
brought back by a Kassite king, and also that it was the
destruction of Babylon by Murshilish which put an end to
Hammurabi's dynasty. This again would have been about the
middle of the eighteenth century; so that we at least obtain
some idea of the obvious insecurity in which Bel-ibni and his
immediate descendants must have lived. As though Hittites
and Kassites in the south were not enough, they were soon
beset in the north by the Mitannian state which the Hurrians
had set up.